Parotid gland biopsy has been advocated in preference to labial gland biopsy in the investigation of Sjogren's syndrome on the grounds that the organ affected in the disease process should be the choice for biopsy.' A technique for biopsying the parotid gland has been described and said to carry a low risk of fistula formation or damage to important anatomical structures.' Biopsy of the palatal minor salivary glands has also been described in the investigation of Sjogren's syndrome, other connective tissue diseases, and sarcoidosis2' but can result in pain and occasional haemorrhage. Biopsy of the minor salivary glands of the lower lip has therefore now been used for many years as the histological changes there appear to correlate with those in the parotid and submandibular glands7-9 and it is a relatively minor and safe procedure. More 
